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Meet the local stars!

South Africa is a beautiful country – home to
talented people but also to some tremendous
trees. In fact, more than 1 700 different types
of trees come from South Africa. These
species are called indigenous trees. A quick
glance might have you think all these trees
are mostly the same: green leaves, branches,
woody stems and underground roots ...
But step a little closer and take a good look,
 because each species of tree is unique in
many ways – from the way that leaves are
arranged on the stems to the edge and
shape thereof and the colour and texture
of the bark.

Spekboom (Porticularia afra)

This shrub-like tree comes from the Eastern Cape. Its small,
circular, slightly succulent leaves make a juicy and rather
sour treat for animals (or hungry hikers). Scientists have found
that Spekboom is really good at taking harmful carbon in the

form of CO2  – which acts as a
blanket trapping heat from the
sun  – from the air and storing it
as harmless carbon in leaves,
stems and roots. Spekboom
can do this at a very high rate,
using modest amounts of
water. This is really helpful to
prevent the Earth from further
warming due to high CO2

levels while saving
water at the same
time! 

Hairy buffalo thorn (Ziziphus mucronata)

This tree is found in many parts of South Africa. Animals
enjoy eating the glossy, dark green leaves with a hairy
 underside. The tree is widely used in traditional medicine
and religious practices. The San people made poison

 arrows by mixing its
sap with a specific type
of poisonous beetle
 larvae. The tree is called
the Blinkblaar-wag-'n-
bietjie in Afrikaans and
is the common

Tree of the Year
2017.

Trees use water by taking it up from
their roots under the ground and so
the most efficient way to water a
tree is to water the roots directly. In
order to do this insert a pipe, like a
piece of old hose-pipe or PVC pipe,
into the hole when planting a tree

Sources:
Field guide to trees of Southern Africa 
by van Wyk and van Wyk
daff.gov.za

Ebony tree (Euclea pseudebenus) 

This tough, small tree is found in semi-deserts and
deserts and needs very little water to grow. The centre

of its wood is
pitch black –
from there
the name.
Farmers can
feed the rather
unappetising
fruits to
 chickens to
harden the
eggshells.
The Ebony tree
is the rare
Tree of the
Year 2017. 

Our tremendous trees!
Real Yellowwood (Podocarpus latifolius)

This beautiful, tall, evergreen tree is found in South African
coastal and mountain forests and is also the National tree.

The “Tsitsikamma Big Tree” is
South Africa's most visited tree.
This giant Outeniqua yellowwood
tree is more than 36 metres tall
and the trunk has a circumference
of 9 meters – that means at least

six people will have to hold
hands to go around it!
Every year more than
8 000 people visit
this giant and
enjoy the beautiful
 Tsitsikamma
 forest.

Bluegum (Eucalyptus species)
and Pine trees (Pinus species)
are not indigenous to South Africa but
these two guests play a very important role
in the forestry industry to  provide wood for
timber and paper production. They grow
fast and tall and have been carefully
 selected for their excellent wood forming
abilities. A multitude of  products are
made from their wood: timber used in
 construction, furniture, paper, card-
board, packaging and even additives
in textiles and pharmaceuticals!

Arbour Week 2017 –     

       Forest and Water

Water saving tip when planting trees:

There are many unseen differences too, like the amount
of nutrients and chemical composition of the different tree

parts and a huge variety of delicious fruits or berries for
 people and  animals to feast on. The bark and leaves of
some species can  be used to make medicine. Branches
and stems provide food and shelter for insects, birds and
other creatures and wood has multiple uses. Each tree
has unique and useful characteristics and plays a very
 important role in the environment. 
One of the challenges in South Africa is water scarcity

with 2016-2017 seeing some of the worst droughts in
decades in the country. Amazingly many of our
 indigenous trees step right up to the challenge at
being water-wise. This Arbour Week we want to
 celebrate some of the wonderful trees found in
our veld, forests and neighbourhoods.

The climate change warrior
Lovely and useful

Hiding a dark secret inside Proud ly South African!

with the one end of the pipe sticking
out above the ground and the other
near the roots. Watering into the top
end of the pipe will save a lot of
water. Remember to choose an
 indigenous tree that generally
needs less water.

A special guest performance!

Forestry is an important part of
the economy with more than
140 000 people employed in this
sector. South Africa's natural
forests would never be able to
sustain the demand for forestry
products, plus indigenous forests
should be protected as natural
habitats for indigenous animals
and not cut down for wood
 production and that is why
 Eucalyptus and Pine trees are
welcome guest stars.  

In the 1800's the state of  Nebraska in the
USA was bare and treeless and so in 1872
some forward thinking champions  initiated
a day to encourage people to plant trees. 
South Africans saw the same need to green
the country and started an Arbour Day in 1983
which was extended by the government in
1999 to a whole week from 1-7 September.
Every year two tree species are named the
common and rare Tree of the Year to help
 create an awareness of the wealth and
 wonder of South Africa's  indigenous trees. 
The theme for Arbour Week 2017 is Forest

and Water. People are encouraged to protect
indigenous forests, prevent veld and forest fires,
plant trees in their communities at any new
buildings like  complexes or clinics, especially
indigenous trees that save water and to use
water saving techniques when planting trees. 


